PAGE 1

St Peter’s Church
Braunstone Park
Parish Profile

2015

PAGE 2

Introduction
‘I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.’
Matthew 25: 35

Hello and welcome to the St Peter’s
parish profile. We are looking and
praying for a Vicar to come and live
and minister within our local
community.
Could this person be you?
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OUR COMMUNITY
Braunstone Park Parish

Braunstone within the City
of Leicester

Braunstone Park

The Parish of St Peter’s
Braunstone Park
Raven Road
Key Facts and Figures


The population is around 15,000 inhabitants.



The population is culturally diverse.



Braunstone is an area of multiple deprivation both financially and
socially.



The numbers of young people under the age of 16 and single parent
families, single people and pensioners are higher than the city average.



There are three Primary Schools within the Parish and no Secondary
Schools.



50% of houses are 1930’s Council housing.



Unemployment rates have risen above the Leicester average.



Examination results in local schools have improved overtime; 74% of
pupils gained 5 A*-C grades at GCSE in 2012.

Hockley Farm
Medical centre

Braunstone Hall
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Braunstone is a community where people are down to earth. Indeed, there is a robust
community-minded spirit in this area where a high level of community involvement is
evident. Many local people feel that Braunstone is a good place to live and an area which
has significantly improved its image during the last decade thanks to help from the New
Deal for Communities. As such, there is a clear sense of optimism about Braunstone’s
achievements and future.
New Deal has had a positive impact both in
terms of local housing and the park. On
Braunstone Park, there is now outdoor gym
equipment, play facilities for children and a skate
ramp. There are plans to open Braunstone Hall as
a conference and wedding venue.
There are a number of organisations providing
services for the community. B-inspired is a
neighborhood-based charity established in 2010
which assists people in knowing what is going on
in the area, organising, supporting and helping
local initiatives and addressing issues faced by the
residents of Braunstone.
The profile of our community is symbolised by
the Braunstone Cross, a community cross
inspired by those in Latin America, which
depicts the positive aspects of community life
without avoiding the painful and difficult facets
of people’s lives. The outline of Christ is
silhouetted against the photographs which make
up the cross showing his presence within our
community. For more information, please refer to
the Parish Audit which is available on the church
website at: www.stpetersbraunstone.org.uk
Braunstone Foodshare operates each week in Braunstone, with two sessions fortnightly in
St Peter’s Church hall. The alternate fortnight, one session is held at the Braunstone
United Reformed Church and the other at the BRITE Centre. Foodshare supports local
people and also means that less food goes to landfill sites.
FOODSHARE

BRAUNSTONE
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Our Church
WORSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP
There are currently two weekly services at St Peter’s where Holy Communion is
celebrated. The first is the Sunday service at 10.00am and the other on Wednesday
mornings at 9.30am. There is a tradition of Morning Prayer being said in church on
weekdays at 9.00am. On Tuesdays this is shared between the Mission Partnership
Churches. A lay member of the church makes home visits to administer Reserved
Communion to those who are housebound. In addition, services are normally held once a
month in two residential care homes within the Parish, led by the Vicar and two members
of the congregation.

St Peter’s is a very friendly and welcoming church. The congregation is made up of
people of different ages, backgrounds and ethnicities. There are currently 67 members on
the electoral roll. The mainstay of the congregation are senior citizens. On Sundays, the
average attendance during 2014 was 47 adults and 7 children. Once a month, there is an
All Age service; on the other Sundays a Sunday School is led by volunteers from the
congregation. The number of children who attend the Sunday School fluctuates from
week to week, ranging from 0-12. Each Sunday after the service, tea and biscuits are
served and many of the congregation stays on to have a chat together.
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GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES
There is a wide range of groups who meet in the church hall or locally. These include:


The PCC which holds ten meetings annually.



The Wednesday Drop-In.



The Pastoral Care Group.



Knitting Group.



Get Together with God.



Vicar’s Happy Hour.



The Life group.

In Advent & Lent we have weekly study sessions either in Church or at the Vicarage in
preparation for Christmas, Holy Week and Easter. We have an administrator who works
4 hours per week in the Church office, usually on Wednesday & Thursday, providing
administrative support to the vicar and the Church generally. Visitors comment on the
atmosphere in church which is very warm and friendly. Indeed, newcomers to the church
are made to feel welcome and valued very quickly.

OUR MISSION PARTNERSHIP
St Peter’s is smaller than most of its partner churches. We stand to gain from the greater
capacity of our partners, but we also have something to offer – we had experience in
social action and community involvement that others asked us to share.
The Partner Churches are: St Peter’s Braunstone Park, Holy Apostles, Church of the
Martyrs, St Anne’s (Letchworth Road), St Paul’s (Kirby Road) with St Augustine’s
(Newfoundpool) and Wyggeston Hospital (Hinckley Road).
We have representatives that meet four times a year to discuss current events and issues
within the West Leicester Mission Partnership.
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BUILDINGS
St Peter’s Church is situated on the Braunstone
Estate near to Braunstone Park on the
south-west of the city of Leicester. The church is
originally Norman, with a typical Norman low
tower. The Vicarage, which celebrated its 150th
anniversary in 2014, is situated on Main Street,
a short walk from the Church itself.

OUR VISION
We would like our new vicar to help the congregation of St Peter’s to learn and share the
happiness and joy of God and fellowship, and achieve the following outcomes:


to cherish what we have now whilst looking forward.

As a traditional Church of England congregation we have been and continue to be open
to new and different experiences and fresh expressions of being the Church in Braunstone
Park. The majority of our regular attendees are senior citizens and tend to be
uncomfortable with change, which would need to be implemented gradually.


to help the church to be integrated within the community and to inspire people.

Our involvement in the local community has evolved over time and we want to continue
to experiment and develop it further in order to help local people realise their aspirations.

OUR VISION
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to nurture and empower the congregation to develop and share their gifts and talents.

We believe that each individual has a gift which is unique to him or her and needs to be
helped to discover that gift and use it to reinvigorate the church.


to engage with children and young people in Church and within the community.

We want to encourage the involvement of a greater number of younger people in the
church.


to be a welcoming family of faith for the Parish of Braunstone Park.

We want to share the warmth of our welcome by expressing our joy and fellowship to all
within the church and our community.
Challenges.
Bringing faith to a wider spectrum of our community.
Integrating tradition and change.
Working with the community.
Developing existing inter-church relationships.
Opportunities.
Allowing people to uncover their hidden gifts and talents.
Working with families and developing other community actions.
Leading study groups during Lent and Advent.
Presiding at baptisms, weddings and funerals.
Overseeing our part in the Mission Partnership.

OUR VICAR
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We are looking for a committed, energetic and community-orientated priest. As
such, we see the following as the essential characteristics of our new Vicar.
We would welcome a Vicar who will:








Engage with members of the congregation of all ages and backgrounds.
Have the confidence and drive to make a difference to our church
Be down to earth.
Be creative and imaginative.
Be a good listener who also has excellent communication skills.
Be an inspirational leader who will bring an element of challenge to
worship.
Have a good sense of humour.

In addition, we would hope for someone who will:




Be a good team worker.
Be pastorally aware and be prepared to take on home visits.
Travel with us on our spiritual journey by inspiring the current lay
ministry and encouraging further lay ministry.

Contact us:
If you think you have the special qualities to be our new vicar, please address your
enquiry about the post to the Archdeacons’ PA, Wendy Dunnington at the
following email address: wendy.dunnington@leccofe.org
More about St Peter’s Braunstone is available on www.stpetersbraunstone.org.uk

