
St Peter’s Braunstone Park – 

Annual Report for 2007

Introduction to this Report
This report gives a summary of what we did at St Peter’s during the year 2007.  Some of the 
reports are required by law; others are here to give a bit more of a flavour of life at St Peter’s. 
One or two are strictly outside the period for the report, as they apply to the beginning of 
2008, but would be ancient history by next year.  You will need this document at the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM), so please bring it with you.  We will not read these reports 
out at the meeting, so please read them beforehand and come ready to ask any questions that 
are needed.
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting

to be held in St Peter’s Church Hall, Woodshawe Rise, Braunstone Park

on Sunday 20th April 2008 at 11.00am.

Agenda

1. Welcome and opening prayer

2. Apologies

3. Minutes of the 2007 APCM

4. Matters arising (if any)

5. Electoral roll report (verbal)

6. Elections –
a. Churchwardens – 2 to be elected
b. Deanery Synod rep – 1 to be elected, for 3 years
c. PCC members – 9 to be elected

7. Appointment of independent examiner

8. Financial report

9. Annual report

10. Notices

11. Any other business

12. Closing prayer

A presentation by the vicar (formerly item 10 in the agenda) will be given instead of the sermon 
at the Parish Eucharist.
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The Conventional District of St. Peter’s Braunstone Park
Annual Parochial Church Meeting – Minutes of the meeting held on 28th April 2007 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer:
The Rev. Chris Burch (chair) welcomed everyone and opened with a hymn and a prayer.

2. Present and Apologies:
Present: Rosemary Bateman, Helen Pugh, Janet Grant, Mary Souter, Mary Waren, Mavis 
Bloice, Evelyn Voss, Peggy Parnell, Evelyn Weston, Julia Weedon, Jack Lippitt, Gary Sanders, 
Fiona Sanders, Austin Hoyte, Pat Ward, Chris Florance, Ron Aspden
Apologies: Sandra Gamble, Sheila Pacey, Patricia Hoyte, Roz Burch, Linda Snutch, Viola 
Benjamin.

3. Minutes of the 2006 APCM:
These were signed by the Rev. Chris Burch as an accurate record.

4. Matters Arising:
It took most of the year to find an independent examiner for the finances, but Andrew Norton 
has agreed to take on this role and has already carried it out for this year.

5. Electoral Roll Report:
There are 49 people on the electoral roll for 2007.

6. Elections:
Church Wardens: (2 to be elected)

Church Wardens Nominated By Seconded By
Austin Hoyte Rosemary Bateman Jack Lippitt
Janet Grant Rosemary Bateman Jack Lippitt
 
There were no other nominations, therefore both were elected.

PCC Members: (9 to be elected)

PCC Members Nominated By Seconded By
Rosemary Bateman Jack Lippitt Janet Grant
Linda Snutch Rosemary Bateman Evelyn Weston
Helen Pugh Rosemary Bateman Austin Hoyte
Mavis Bloice Pat Ward Janet Grant
Julia Weedon Janet Grant Linda Snutch
Sandra Gamble Linda Voss Pat Ward
Mary Waren Janet Grant Mary Souter
Pat Ward Janet Grant Mary Souter
Linda Voss Pat Ward Linda Snutch

There were no other nominations, therefore all were elected.

7. Appointment of Independent Examiner:
The Rev. Chris Burch recommended that Andrew Norton be reappointed, seconded by Pat 
Ward, agreed unanimously.
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8. Financial Report:
Pat Ward (proposing that we accept the accounts) reported that the accounts had been 
approved and accepted by Andrew Norton as accurate.  It was commented that there were 
differences in the admin costs, that they had reduced over the year due to purchasing a 
computer to set up the broadband in 2005.

Seconded by the Rev. Chris Burch and agreed unanimously.  Thanks were given to Pat Ward 
for her work as treasurer and the Rev. Chris Burch is to write a letter of thanks to Andrew 
Norton for his help.

9. Annual Report (written and distributed in advance):
The annual report was looked through and discussed.  Chris Florance was thanked for his hard 
work as community worker.

10. “Sharing the Vision” – a Presentation and look ahead by the Vicar:
The Rev. Chris Burch used a computer presentation to show what the future holds for the 
Church and its members.  This involved the idea of a ‘Leadership Team’ to help share the load 
of the church’s work.

11.  Notices:
We have just received the date of the Archdeacon’s visitation, this will be on the 22nd May 
2007.

12. Any Other Business:
There were no other business issues to mention.

13. Closing Prayer:
The meeting ended with a prayer led by the Rev. Chris Burch.
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PCC Report
Annual Report of St Peter’s PCC to the APCM on 20th April 2008 

The PCC members were the Revd Canon Chris Burch (Priest-in charge and chair), Mr Chris 
Florance (Community Worker) Mr Austin Hoyte, Miss Janet Grant (Churchwardens), Mrs Pat 
Ward (Vice chair and Treasurer), Mrs Mary Souter (Deanery Synod), Miss Linda Snutch 
(secretary), Mrs Roz Burch (Reader), Mrs Rosemary Bateman, Mrs Mavis Bloice, Mrs Sandra 
Gamble, Miss Helen Pugh, Mrs Linda Voss, Mrs Mary Waren, Mrs Julia Weedon. On the 28th 

January we welcomed onto the PCC the Revd Suresh Kumar.

The first meeting of the newly elected PCC was held on 14th May 2007 and began with a service 
of Holy Communion with the commissioning of the PCC.

The PCC met seven times 14th May, 9th July, 10th September, 29th October, 12th November,
28th January and 10th March.  Between meetings of the PCC, there have been 5 Standing 
Committee meetings and reports were made to the PCC. The average attendance at each PCC 
meeting has been 14 members.
The meeting 29th October was an extra one, the Archdeacon of Leicester Ven. Richard 
Atkinson  attended and discussed our mission priorities and other issues facing St Peter’s 
Church.
     
The number of church members on the electoral roll during the year was 49. And the average 
number of adult attendees on Sunday mornings was 32. Sadly we lost three members this year 
Karen Burton, Helen Dickinson and Andy Greenhaigh.   

Also we said goodbye to Mrs Mary Waren when she and husband Roy moved to Melton .

The Council is required as stated in the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956, to 
co-operate with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the church, 
pastoral, Evangelistic, social and ecumenical.

Items for discussion at each PCC meeting are varied and we have covered topics as diverse as 
Church roof appeal, Website, Readings and Intercessions rota, Replacing noticeboard and 
reviewing the church services, plus summer and autumn fairs.

We continue to give 10% of our income to charity., This was split equally between The 
Welcome Project in Leicester, CMS for the work of Geoff and Gill Kimber in Romania and 
Hope Africa in South Africa, but this year this is changing. There are now three new charities; 
they are Malcolm and Ruth Lambert in Belize, Trichy Diocese in India and Ghana through 
Rebecca Burch.

You can read more details on many of the above issues in this report, but if you would like to 
know more about the work of the PCC, please do not hesitate to ask any questions of the 
PCC members.

Linda Snutch, PCC Secretary     
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Fabric Report
Time once again for our Fabric report.  Not much has changed internally since the last report: 
just some more blisters on the inside walls of the church building.
Externally, we have had some lead flashing stolen from the Hall porch, some removed and 
some disturbed from the church roof, and some lead piping from the tower.
All these problems require attention, but in practice they will come under the church roof 
programme.
Once more the churchwardens extend their thanks to all those whose unstinting support has 
helped to keep the building habitable for worship and general use.

Austin Hoyte and Janet Grant, churchwardens

Deanery Synod Report
The Synod met in May, when the Revd Helen Dearnley spoke to us about her work in HMP 
Leicester.
In September the Chief Constable Matt Baggott spoke in a very entertaining way about his job 
as Chief Constable, and how his Christian faith upheld him through difficult times and when 
making important decisions.  He called for a partnership between Church and Police, and spoke 
about the forthcoming “Hope 08” mission campaign.
In January the North and South Deanery Synods met here at St Peter's – separately at first, to 
conclude their own business agendas.  After a short refreshment break Robin Rolls, Director of 
Youth Ministry in our Diocese, spoke to the combined Synods and gave us an insight into his 
work.  From now on we will be one city deanery – “The Deanery of the City of Leicester”.

Mary Souter, Deanery Representative

West Leicester Mission Partnership 
At the beginning of 2007 we were still discussing (arguing, even!) about whether to join in with 
our neighbouring churches – Holy Apostles, Martyrs, St Paul's and St Anne's – to form a 
Mission Partnership.  In the end we felt there was enough common ground (and powerful 
reasons to be working together) and signed up with the others in May.  Since then 
representatives of all the churches have met almost monthly as the Mission Partnership Action 
Group, and have discussed many activities in all the churches, under the convenor Chris Oxley 
(vicar of St Anne's and St Paul's).
We launched the Partnership on November 22nd at the BRITE Centre, where all the churches 
had stalls and gave presentations about their church work: it was a very enjoyable and 
successful evening.
I personally felt that at our last meeting we were at last working together as one, and will go on 
sharing our church lives together for the common good.

Mary Souter, Mission Partnership lay rep
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Discovery
This year’s Discovery course has now been running for two modules.  Only 
having six members the group has become quite close.  We have had 
some laughs and some tears.  We have learnt things about ourselves that 
we did not know.  Through this we have grown within ourselves and also 
within our faith.  Our group is wide ranging, with “qualifications” including 
dyslexia and a degree.  No matter what the age or ability of the person 
the course has something to offer everyone. Each one of us has learnt 
something new.

The first module on confidence building, taught by Roz Burch, has 
enabled us to build our self esteem. Most of us with low self esteem 
often think that other people see us negatively but this is not always the 
case.  Thanks to Roz I think the whole group’s confidence was built up in 
one way or another.  The second module on prayer and the bible was an 
insight!  We never knew that there were so many ways to pray.  I bet 
most people had never heard of turning swearing into prayer, we 
certainly never had.  But most important, the course was fun.  So many 
people learn better when it is fun than at any other time.  So let’s keep 
it going, and come and join us on the next module.

Dee Reed

Geoff and Gill Kimber
I have had the pleasure of being in contact with Geoff and Gill 
Kimber over the past three years; so when they informed me that 
they were to return home I knew that I  would lose official 
contact. 

Before they took up their new posts in Birmingham they paid one 
last visit to St Peter’s church, and told us how they had left other 
people in charge and hoped that their work would continue.  We in 
return gave them lunch and said how much we will miss the news of 
their work in Romania.

Linda Snutch



“Rainbow Braunstone” Report
June 15-17 2007

Rainbow Braunstone – St Peter’s Church’s summer festival, in Woodshawe Rise, Braunstone – 
are celebrating having raised a record amount from the event.  Priest in charge, Canon Chris 
Burch said: “We are thrilled that so many people came to our special festival this year – in spite 
of the weather!”

Rainbow Braunstone celebrated the breadth of cultures in Braunstone in the 21st century, and 
remembered the Act of Parliament in 1807 to outlaw slavery within the British Colonies. 
Over the last few years St Peter’s has run a festival in June and about 500 people visit each 
time. This time the festival was launched with the help of Cllr Mike Jones, chair of 
Leicestershire County Council, Cllr Gary Hunt, Lord Mayor of Leicester and Cllr Bill Wright, 
Mayor of Braunstone Town. Each planted a hand print and signed their autographs to set the 
festival on its way. The hand prints began a giant collage of hand prints kept by the Church as a 
memento of the event.  

On Saturday there were fun events and activities including drumming, Irish music, food-tasting, 
stalls from local groups, crafts and homemade refreshment stalls. We also had special 
performances and workshops, including a Ghanaian drumming workshop by visiting Sekgura 
Ensemble, an all-woman British group who play music from Ghana and write their own tunes 
based on Ghanaian music. Mr Burch’s daughter, Rebecca, is a member of Sekgura and she is due 
to travel to Ghana in January to study more about Ghana’s musical traditions. Local schools are 
hosting Sekgura during the week after the festival so that Braunstone children can experience 
the music for themselves. 

The festival ended with a special Songs of Praise service with a Gospel Choir on Sunday 17th 
June. 

From the St Peter's website
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Autumn Fair
On Saturday 3rd November, for the first time, we combined our 
Autumn Fair with a small Model Railway Exhibition – the idea of my 
friends in the Model Railway hobby, who also put in a lot of work to 
make the show a success.  (Thanks guys!)
Some 200 people came and there was a really friendly atmosphere – 
laced with the smell of top-quality bacon from a farm shop the other 
side of Melton Mowbray!  The buzz round the model railway world now 
is, “The Braunstone show is worth it for the bacon sarnies alone!”
The show made £400, which was brilliant.  But the autumn fair made 
£800 – double its usual proceeds – so we scored a triple whammy for 
church funds.  Needless to say, we're doing it again on Saturday 1st 
November 2008.  Book it now, and enjoy a first-class rail experience in 
miniature!

Chris Burch (train-mad vicar)



Website Report 
Have you visited www.stpetersbraunstone.org.uk yet?  If you haven’t got a computer, or are a 
bit scared of technology, why don’t you ask a child to show you??  Or come to Wednesday 
drop-in and get Chris Florance to show you? 

The website task group (Chris B, Chris F, Linda S, and Martin B) have mostly managed to keep 
the website up-to-date and interesting.  There are now lots of different articles, notices, and 
photos about many different aspects of who we are and what we’re about at St. Peter’s church. 

Through the website, we’re trying to reach people who are out of the area, people looking for 
a church, those interested in history, and those wanting to know what events are coming up.  
We’re all part of creating the website for St. Peter’s, to communicate with the world as part of 
our mission. 

We’ve heard from several people who’ve seen the website and think it is good, including some 
couples who’ve then come to us for their weddings.  The number of people visiting the site has, 
on average, been increasing month by month; however some months when there hasn’t been 
anything new, the numbers have dropped.

New ideas, photos, notices, and articles are always needed to keep the website interesting and 
relevant.  The task group, while responsible overall, needs everyone to help with this; we’ve 
found that there have been periods when we’ve been too busy ourselves, so we really need 
more people to contribute.  Don’t worry about the technical side, or about your spelling – that 
bit we can do for you easily – we just need your stories, news, and photos. 

What could someone from around the world want to know about us? 

Martin Burch
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Reader’s Report 
As usual, 2007 has whizzed by.  I’ve taken most of the Bowder House services on the first 
Sunday in the month, and enjoy the fellowship with a few residents there.  Sadly, though, there 
have been months when someone has been in hospital or I’ve been working away, so we've 
missed a few services.

I’ve attended most PCC meetings, but staff meetings are difficult to attend along with my paid 
jobs, which include travelling to Coventry and elsewhere.  I’ve been involved with the Car Park 
consultation and fundraising events.

I’ve preached at other places – including the Church of the Martyrs and St Crispin’s – and I’ve 
prepared and helped lead part of the Lent and Advent meditations.  I also planned and led the 
Good Friday meditation on the Stations of the Cross.

I’ve preached at St Peter’s too, of course, and learned a lot in doing so.  It’s always helpful to 
hear your comments afterwards, so please do speak to us if anything we’ve said rings bells for 
you.

I’ve been taking occasional funerals, though it’s become increasingly difficult to fit these around 
my paid work commitments.

Life in Braunstone is never dull, and one of the projects I want to encourage us all to work 
more on is Kaleidoscope – our occasional Saturday alternative worship get-together.  This needs 
your help – to bring friends and family along who wouldn’t or couldn’t turn up on a Sunday to 
experience different ways of expressing our faith through prayer and worship.  The content 
varies – on one occasion we made a collage for prayer; on another we had a Bible story re-told 
and acted out.  Next time there’s a Kaleidoscope please try to bring someone along – I can 
guarantee it will be fun!

Roz Burch

Sunday School Report 
This last year has been a mixed bag for Sunday School.  We have had weeks where we have 
had 12 children and then we have had weeks where we have had none.  Unfortunately the 
latter has occurred more than the former!!  Despite this we do have a few children who attend 
regularly and they always seem to enjoy learning the stories!  

This was my first year as a teacher joining a team of Linda, Nicky, Lauren and Julia.  Lauren left 
us halfway through the year which has left a smaller group of people to take lessons but we 
have managed.  It is a great team who I have enjoyed working with to pass on our knowledge of 
the Bible and of how to become a good Christian.

The donation of some money for the youth work of the church has provided us with a few new 
items in our equipment box which had started to look a little tired!  

Keep your eye on the board each week as we always try to put something new up each lesson!

Helen Pugh

I like Sunday School because it is fun and I learn about God and Jesus 
From Caitlin 
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First Impressions of Braunstone Park – from Suresh Kumar
Once my assignment in St.Peter's was decided by Bishop Tim and Bishop James, I started 
communicating with The Revd Christopher Burch and after several emails and phone calls, I 
landed in Heathrow on the 22nd January 2008.

The Church: St. Peter's is a beautiful Church. I am interested in heritage buildings and I find 
peace and tranquillity whenever I enter it.  I sent the picture of the church to my Bishop and 
my family. They all appreciated the unusual tower and the solemn inside.

The People: Church is not just the building, it is the people of God. When I left everything, 
including my parents, wife, children and my brother, to come here, several people asked me 
how I am going to cope. I was confident of meeting children of God who will take me as their 
own. I was right. Chris and Roz Burch were like my parents who did all in their power to 
furnish the house and get it ready for my living. I could start my cooking and living just the same 
day of arriving in my house.  Many of our church members were also contributing to make my 
settling down easy. Martin and Chris Florance are like my brothers. Martin did an excellent job 
in getting me a computer and setting it up.  Austin took extra interest in helping me. I was 
provided with furniture, food and things I need in the house by our dear members, including 
Dorothy and Eileen. It is very sweet of them to prepare my way even before knowing me.

The Ministry: When I saw the small congregation and the demography of the Braunstone 
parish I was wondering about the possibilities for full time ministry. Chris is an extraordinary 
minister and I realised soon that everyone who comes in contact with him leaves with the taste 
of The Love of Jesus. Every time I need to improve, he is prompt in teaching me. He gives me 
full courage to go ahead with the challenges. His work as an Area Dean and as the project head 
of the Discovery course are wonderful avenues of learning for me. The friendship among the 
ministers of various denominations, the mission partnership programmes, involvement with the 
local council, regular morning prayers in the Lady Chapel are all new in my ministerial 
experience and I will take many of these models to my diocese. I enjoyed the Lent group 
meetings in my house, with several people visiting my home.  Pat is a very good treasurer and 
(having been Treasurer of Trichy Diocese) I appreciate her commitment.

The Climate: When I left Trichy (my home town) it was 28 degree Celsius and when I 
reached here it was just 5 degrees. I had one woollen jumper and one coat to wear. My journey 
from London was fine. The following morning I walked from the vicarage to the church and I 
felt a piercing cold.  I was walking some distance after a long span of 9 years in front of a desk. 
It was a transition I wanted but my body was not cooperating and the weather was intimidating 
my first few days. It took me a month to get used to the climate. 

The Food: I have had a servant maid in my house for the past about 12 years. My wife always 
cooks our food. From morning coffee at 6.30am to the cup of milk at 10.00pm everything came 
to me cooked and ready. I didn't have to wash any utensils! Cleaning, washing, ironing and all 
jobs in the house were done by someone else: I just did the jobs outside the house. Now it is 
my turn to clean the house, cook the food and do the washing up. 
But the strange experience is not any of these. In our culture we eat three full meals a day. Like 
an alarm clock my stomach demands a full lunch at about 12.30pm and here sometimes I feel 
like fainting in the afternoons. The 7.30pm meetings are my nightmares as it is my dinner time. I 
cannot eat at 5.30 or 6.00 and survive for the rest of the evening. This is one area where I 
struggle a lot. I am trying to change the setting of a body which got used to a different way of 
living for 48 years!

Conclusion: Nevertheless, it is a gift of God for me to be a part of the ministry in this historic 
Church. I think this is an important chapter in my life. God Bless you all.

Suresh Kumar
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Community Worker’s Report 
2007 has been another very busy year which again seemed to pass by very rapidly.   I  will 
therefore mention some of the highlights of the work I have been involved in over the year.

Work with people from New Communities continued in partnership with other organisations 
including SureStart and Braunstone Community Association.  I helped organise the ‘Big Knock’ 
which involved contacting new residents in the area and finding out how they are settling in, 
where they came from, what they do and what their interests are.  We have also met with 
members of new groups such as ZimAlive, an organisation that has been set up to support 
people who originate from Zimbabwe and other countries.

At  St  Peter’s  of  course  we  had  Rainbow  Braunstone,  which  commemorated  the  200th 
anniversary for the abolition of the slave trade and celebrated Braunstone’s cultural diversity.  It 
was a wonderful weekend of fun, music and celebration in spite of the wet weather and, as 
most of you will have seen, some very memorable pictures. 

I have been heavily involved in the Discovery course and together with Austin and Stuart Burns 
from the diocese put together the third module and was the tutor for it last year.  It is called 
‘Oh God Why?’ and focuses on Evil and Suffering.  I have found it very exciting to be a part of 
creating such an exciting and thought provoking course and it has been a tremendous privilege 
to work on this module in particular, where it invites people to think about those personal and 
sometimes difficult aspects of our lives.

Kidstuff  St  Peter’s  operated weekly  sessions  throughout  most  of  2007.   Approximately  20 
children have been regularly attending.  They have been able to play games and paint pictures 
and make models.  Initially we were funded through the Local Network Fund and latterly we 
received funding through the Parish Mission Fund.  I spent quite a bit of time seeking some sort 
future for the type of service Kidstuff has been providing for children in the area – i.e. 'open 
access' play provision for children in Braunstone.  Initially we had hoped to ensure the project 
would develop with funding and support from the city council through children's play funding. 
Unfortunately, at the final round, the project did not get through. However further options are 
being  pursued with local partners, particularly Turning Point Women’s Centre and BCA.

A highlight of the year for me was the Braunstone Cross; it was a project that had been on the 
back burner for some time, waiting for the right opportunity.  In October that chance came, 
when we were asked to produce the cross by the diocese for a Regeneration and Culture 
event in the cathedral.  The cross is a helpful expression of our faith and is continuing to have a 
positive impact on the wider community.  Prayer cards and small wooden devotional crosses 
have also been produced.

I have continued to be involved in the regular life of St Peter’s: I have led Lent and Advent 
group sessions and continue to support our regular initiatives, such as the Wednesday morning 
‘Drop In’ with the Credit Union collection point and occasional outings.

At the beginning of the year Ruth left to take up her new post in Birmingham.  We had worked 
together on a number for projects over several years and her absence has been felt in the 
whole church as well as the staff team.  Over the past seven years my role as Community 
Worker has evolved: Braunstone is changing, and part of my role is to help ensure that we as a 
church are continuing to respond to the community's needs in its new contexts.  

I would finally like to thank everyone for their help and support over the past year.

Chris Florance
Community Worker – St Peter's Church, Braunstone Park
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Vicar’s report
We said “Goodbye” to Ruth in February 2007 and saw her licensed in Birmingham in March. 
Since then she's appeared every now and then, on a Sunday or at a staff social gathering – we 
gather she's flourishing and doing well!  We’re already missing her, but there’s real potential for 
“ordinary” church members to undertake ministries in Christ’s name.  Her departure spurred 
me to begin to talk about a possible Leadership Team (which I did first at the 2007 APCM). 
This idea (which a lot of different churches have tried) is to share out not only the work – we 
do that already – but the vision, planning and direction of the church.  We didn't rush it – we 
talked about it in the PCC and with the whole congregation for nearly a year – and now we 
have a new Team.  It will consist of the staff and wardens plus named individuals – Pat Ward, 
Linda Snutch, Rosemary Bateman and Mary Souter.  Our first meeting will be in early May.  The 
diocese has offered us some training, and I hope we will have a “companion” or two with us at 
the first meeting, to listen to us and help us move forward.

The Mission Action Plan gets monitored at nearly every PCC – some bits are going faster than 
others, but at least we know which way we're heading.  And the Mission Partnership is now 
beginning to feel as if we're working together.  Its launch in November was a great event – it's 
interesting how people like to come to Braunstone to use the facilities!  This year we've got an 
opportunity to spread the Word further, using the “Hope 08” initiative and possibly sharing 
resources with our partner churches – let's make the most of it.

The church roof project grinds along at snail's pace.  A highlight last September was the visit of 
a photographer with a camera mounted on a 50ft tripod – watching him pump up the hydraulic 
sections and point the camera by radio control was an education.  Now we've had the estimate 
– double the original sum – we've got to find the money somehow, so the work can be done. 
Other financial issues are pressing too – we didn't manage our whole Parish Share in 2006, and 
it became clear during the summer that we wouldn't manage in 2007 either.  Rather than wait 
for the diocese to summon us, we invited them to a meeting to talk about it.  They came in 
October, having looked carefully at our accounts for the last 5 years, concluded that we were 
doing all we could, and gave us a different, much lower figure to aim for.  Two weeks later our 
Autumn Fair (helped by a Model Railway Exhibition) did three times as well as we expected! – 
but the cash flow in early 2008 is making Pat our treasurer uncomfortable.  Helen Pugh is 
working valiantly to raise funds for the roof by writing to charities, but it's an uphill struggle.

Last year I had high hopes for the Braunstone Voluntary Sector Forum.  We got a grant to offer 
training to voluntary groups in Braunstone, which went very well.  But since then it's all gone 
quiet.  Those of us who've been leading it have loads of other things to do, and no one else is 
jumping up and down to ask why nothing's happening.  So I guess it will stay quiet for a while...

I started the year as Rural Dean of Christianity South (the absurd name for the western 2/3 of 
the city of Leicester).  Last spring both deanery synods voted to become one city deanery, and 
last autumn we were renamed Area Deans.  This means that I'll be becoming Area Dean of the 
City of Leicester, which at least means what it says, but I'm beginning to realise it's quite a job! 
There are three parishes in vacancy, needing help to find service cover.  There's the ongoing 
process of making one deanery out of two, and planning to use the mission opportunities this 
will give.  And there are pastoral issues every now and then – fellow-clergy needing a listening 
ear, and the occasional crisis or disaster.  But then, I wouldn't want life to be too easy!  And 
with Suresh joining us, I'm hoping the parish work can be shared out too.  I continue to rely 
heavily on Chris F and Roz (and am very grateful for their hard work) as well as the 
churchwardens and PCC officers.  Now we're joined by Suresh and the new members of the 
Leadership Team, and I look forward to learning to work more closely with you all.

Chris Burch, priest-in-charge
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St Peter's Church, Braunstone park, Leicester
Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2007

PCC General (Unrestricted) Fund Receipts & Payments Account
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS
Voluntary Receipts

Tax Efficient Planned Giving 6,452 8,810 
Other Planned Giving 3,384 5,570 
Collections of loose cash at services 1,535 
Recurring Donations 210 226 
Non-recurring Donations 5,904 408 
Income tax recovered 1,812 1,751 

  19,297  16,765 
Receipts from activities for generating funds

Summer & Autumn Exhibition & Fayres 3,311 1,461 
Other Fundraising 27 

 3,337  1,461 
Receipts from Church Activities

Fees 2,418 2,846 
Community Worker Activities 1,480 670 

 3,898  3,516 
Receipts from investments

CBF Deposit Account Interest - 43 
Roof Appeal Deposit Account 2,383 
CBF Restoration Deposit Account 2,129 

 4,512  43 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 31,044 21,785 

PAYMENTS
Church Activities

Cost of Fundraising 1,155 396 
Missionary and Charitable Giving              - 2,048 
Parish Share 9,600 11,276 
Honorarium 104 104 
Clergy Expenses 1,482 1,694 
Church Running Expenses 4,114 2,328 
Maintenance & Cleaning 1,769 1,168 
Architects Fees 4,512 1,013 
Training 376 169 
Church Utility Bills 2,806 2,184 
Braunstone Cross 580 

TOTAL PAYMENTS 26,499 22,381 

Excess of Receipts over Payments 4,546 -596 
  

Bank Current & CBF Deposit Accounts at 1 January 313 909 
Bank Current & CBF Deposit Accounts at 31 December 4,858  313 

    



Millennium Hall Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Designated
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS

Hall Booking Fees 1,480 1,677 
Miscellaneous - 128 
Administration 128 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  1,608  1,805 

PAYMENTS
Hall Running Expenses 1,293 1,850 
Hall Maintenance & Cleaning 946 288 
Administration & Training 150 196 

TOTAL PAYMENTS  2,389  2,333 

Excess of Receipts over Payments -781 -529 
Hall Current Account at 1 January 3,135 3,664 
Hall Current Account at 31 December 2,354 3,135 
    

St Peter's Restoration Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Designated
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS

CBF Deposit Account Interest 614 551 
Transfer from Roof Appeal Deposit Account 3,000 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  3,614  551 
PAYMENTS

Transferred to PCC General Account for Architects Fees 2,129 2,812 
TOTAL PAYMENTS  2,129  2,812 

Excess of Receipts over Payments 1,485 -2,261 
CBF Deposit Account at 1st January 9,902 12,163 
CBF Deposit Account at 31st December 11,386 9,902 
    

St Peter's Roof Appeal Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Designated
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS

Restricted Donations 254 1,885 
Fundraising 2,401 394 
Income Tax Reclaimed 75 20 
Bank Interest 104 53 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  2,834  2,352 
PAYMENTS

Transferred to PCC Account for Architects Fees 2,383 
Transferred to CBF Deposit Account 3,000  

TOTAL PAYMENTS  5,383  - 

Excess of Receipts over Payments -2,549 2,352 
Roof Appeal Deposit Account at 1st January 3,639 1,288 
Roof Appeal Deposit Account at 31st December 1,090 3,639 
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St Peter's Sale of Hall Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Restricted
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS

CBF Deposit Account Interest 730 573 
TOTAL RECEIPTS  730  573 

PAYMENTS  -  - 

Excess of Receipts over Payments 730 573 
CBF Deposit Account at 1st January 13,240 12,667 
CBF Deposit Account at 31st December 13,970 13,240 

Upkeep of Churchyard Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Restricted
2007 2006

£ £ £ £
RECEIPTS

CBF Deposit Account Interest 18 14 
TOTAL RECEIPTS  18  14 

PAYMENTS
No Payments - -  - 

Excess of Receipts over Payments 18 14 
CBF Deposit Account at 1st January 335 320 
CBF Deposit Account at 31st December 353 335 
    

Organ Fund Receipts and Payments Account - Restricted
2007 2006

 £  £  £  £ 
RECEIPTS

CBF Deposit Account Interest 580 478 
Dividend on CBF Church of England Investment Fund 713 660 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  1,294  1,138 

PAYMENTS
Organist & Organ Inspection 1,320 1,131 

TOTAL PAYMENTS  1,320  1,131 

Excess of Receipts over Payments -26 7 
CBF Deposit Account at 1st January 10,917 10,911 
CBF Deposit Account at 31st December 10,891 10,917 
    

17



Statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31 December 2007
2007 2006

£ £
Cash Funds

Bank Current Account - Unrestricted 858 313 
CBF Deposit Account - Unrestricted 4,000 - 
CBF Deposit Account - Designated 11,386 9,902 
Millennium Hall Current Account - Designated 2,354 3,135 
Roof Appeal Deposit Account - Designated 1,090 3,639 
CBF Deposit Account (Sale of Hall) - Restricted 13,970 13,240 
CBF Deposit Account (Church Yard) - Restricted 353 335 
CBF Investment Fund (Organ) - Restricted 10,891 10,917 

TOTAL BANK CURRENT & DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS 44,903 41,481 

Other monetary Assets (all in respect of unrestricted funds)
Planned Giving - CAF cheque & Direct debit (deposited Jan 2007) 200 
Donation - CAF cheque (deposited Jan 2007) 240 
Unpaid invoices at 31/12/07 606

TOTAL DEBTORS 606 440 

Investment Assets
1783 CBF Church of England Investment Fund Shares 22,392 21,845 
(Market value).  Representing the Ernest Withers endowment fund
 - income for Organ Fund

Liabilities (unrestricted funds)
Charitable Giving Payments made January 2008 1,905 
The Children's Society - Christingle held Dec 2007 44 - 
Ghana Flood Relief Appeal 52

TOTAL LIABILITIES 2,001 - 

NOTES:

1. The financial statements of the PCC have been prepared in accordance with the Church Accounting 
Regulations 2006 using the Receipts and payments basis.

Approved by the PCC on 10th March 2008 and signed on their behalf by
 (subject to Independent Examination)

Rev'd Chris Burch (PCC Chair) 

Mrs Pat Ward (PCC Treasurer) 
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