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Both this report and the 2004/5 Parish Audit report can be downloaded from the
“downloads” section of our parish website: www.stpetersbraunstone.org.uk .
This report is copyright (c) 2013 St Peter’s PCC Braunstone.
The research in this report was undertaken by Dr Steve Iafrati, as a Research
Associate of SURGE (the Applied Research Centre in Sustainable Regeneration)
at Coventry University.
Dr Steve Iafrati
Lecturer in Social Policy
Department of Social Policy
University of Wolverhampton
School of Law, Social Science & Communications
Wulfruna Street
Wolverhampton
WV1 1LY
s.iafrati@wlv.ac.uk
Note on cover picture: the Braunstone Cross was created from hundreds of photos of community life in the Braunstone
area, in October 2007. The concept is taken from slum communities in the favelas of Latin America, where pictures of
community life would be attached to a wooden cross, as a celebration of life and an acknowledgement that life is
sometimes harsh. Superimposed on our image is a shadowy representation of the crucified Christ, present in this and
every community even when he is not recognised, sharing its joy and its pain, and bringing healing and life.
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Parish Audit 2013
Introduction

Ten years ago, we undertook a systematic audit of the parish of St Peter’s Braunstone Park.
The census figures had just come out, the Bishop of Leicester had changed the parish
boundaries to reflect the New Deal for Communities (NDC) area, and a new vicar had just
arrived to join the community worker (Chris Florance) who led the audit. It was subtitled
“A Snapshot of our Community”.
The audit confirmed many of our instinctive feelings about the area, and gave us some new
information, for instance about the rather different spreads of young families and single
elderly people in different parts of our parish. It was distributed widely among statutory and
voluntary agencies, including the wider church – a few months later we were invited to give
a presentation on the audit to Leicester Diocesan Synod. Since then it has quietly shaped
our approach to mission in the area, especially perhaps to our support for the Braunstone
Community Association (BCA) as they tried to improve education and health in Braunstone.
The NDC achieved a great deal and, with new census figures once again available, it seemed
a good idea for us to do another audit, this time showing what has changed over the ten
years – no longer just a snapshot but a comparison over time. As with the previous audit
this report is in two parts. The observation walks, led by the Revd Helena Whittaker and
Mrs Janet Scott, covered every street of the parish and discovered one new street and
some new housing. Their report emphasises, however, the continuity over most of the
parish between then and now – it refers frequently to the 2004 report as being still valid.
For the statistical and demographic audit we turned to the SURGE department of Coventry
University, through a contact with the Braunstone Foundation. (They had done monitoring
and evaluation work with this and other NDC projects.) I am grateful to Kevin Broughton
and Geraldine Brown of SURGE, who introduced me to Steve Iafrati, Research Fellow at
Wolverhampton University, and commissioned him to do the research and write the
report. Steve’s report forms the bulk of this Audit Report, and makes fascinating reading –
although I’ve had to concentrate, for instance, on the different scales used by the maps of
datasets!
Steve went a stage further, by inviting and interviewing a group of key workers in the
Braunstone estate. Their comments reflect their deep commitment to this area. There are
several points, highlighted through the report, for reflection and action by St Peter’s Church
and the wider community, and I hope this report will be not only read widely, but used as a
springboard for action.
Chris Burch (vicar, St Peter’s Braunstone Park)
December 2013
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Parish Audit 2013
Report on Observation Walks
Introduction
About 10 years ago a Parish Audit was undertaken of St Peter’s parish, as the
boundaries had just been redrawn and the parish now included new areas
which had previously been in another parish. A series of observation walks
were made, noting features of each street in the parish. A report was written
and maps were compiled to show community services such as post boxes,
schools and places of worship. In the second section of the report, census
information was used to give a more complete picture of the parish.
In the summer of 2012 observation walks were started again, with the main
purpose of noting the changes and developments which had occurred since the
previous Parish Audit in 2004/5.
A small group walked each street of St Peter’s parish, observing features such
as post boxes, play areas, new buildings and CCTV. These walks continued
throughout the autumn and winter and were completed in March 2013.
Since the last Parish Audit there have been some significant changes in facilities
and services in Braunstone, which will be commented on. Unsurprisingly much
has stayed the same, with only a small amount of new residential building being
undertaken in the last decade. The parish boundaries are also the same. (See
map of The Conventional District of St Peter’s, Braunstone Park in the first
report.)
This report will outline these changes and, rather than repeating material
produced in the first report, will refer to it and the relevant page numbers
where necessary. In this report the changes in our parish will be described and
compared with the observations made a decade ago.
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Housing
An outline of the history of Braunstone can be found on page 9 of the 2004/5
report.
Since the last report a new residential
street has been built. This is Butterfield
Close, off Bendbow Rise. There are
houses and flats which have wood
cladding and some have solar panels.
Some of these properties are owned by
the Nottingham Housing Association.

This new close is adjacent to the site of
Bendbow Rise Infant School, which has now
been demolished.

Whilst on our walks we noticed two areas of new housing currently being
built. On Heyford Road the new development includes 10 new semi-detached
and terraced houses which are being built by
Asra Housing Group and receiving funding
from the Department for Communities and
Local Government.

Nearby, on Winforde Crescent, the same housing
group are building 7 new two bedroom houses.
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Also on Winforde Crescent, a pair of semidetached houses have been built since the
last report was written.

Improvements to Housing
Whilst the last report was being written major improvements were being
made to houses in the ‘six streets’ development as part of Braunstone’s
regeneration through the New Deal for
Communities programme.
The housing in this area has clearly been
much improved. Some houses have been
refaced with tiles such as these houses on
Wellinger Way. However on Webster Road
2 houses were seen to be boarded up.

During the course of our walks we noticed
a large number of properties which had
recently had, or were having, solar panels
added. Houses were also having cladding
added to the outside walls as added
insulation.
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Parks and Greens in Braunstone
There continues to be a large amount of green space in Braunstone, with many
areas being developed over the last 10 years.
On Braunstone Park there is now outside gym equipment, along with play
equipment for children and a skate ramp. There are plans to open Braunstone
Hall as a conference and wedding venue.
Throughout the parish there continue to be play areas, wide verges and many
well-kept gardens.
In between Webster Road and Wellinger Way a small play area and seating
area has been created from a space which originally used to be a coal yard.

Community Centres and Voluntary / Community Organisations and
Facilities in Braunstone Park
There continues to be a number of organisations providing services for the
community. (See map on page 14 of 2004/5 report)
b-inspired is a neighbourhood-based charity which was established in 2010 to
carry forward the work that had been done by BCA since 2000. The charity
works in various areas of the community; helping people to know what is going
on, organising, supporting and helping local initiatives and addressing issues
faced by residents of Braunstone.
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Braunstone Foodshare is a new service
provided for the local community since the
last report. It now operates each week in
Braunstone, with two sessions fortnightly in St
Peter’s Church Hall. The alternate fortnight
one session is held at the Braunstone United
Reformed Church and the other at the Brite
Centre. Foodshare supports local people and
also means that less food goes to landfill.

Since the last report The Brite Centre has
built on Braunstone Avenue, as part of the
regeneration, and is home to a library,
classes, programmes, a café with a lunch
meeting rooms and a nursery.

been
local
adult
club,

Cantrell Road is home to several
organisations providing services for the
community. There is a nursery, ‘Angels
and Monsters’, U-Turn Training and
Braunstone Open Learning Centre
(part of Leicester College). New
Dawn, New Day (formerly Turning
Point Women’s Centre) can also be found on this road.
At the bottom of Gallards Hill is the Sure
Start Children’s Centre which supports
families and has a variety of activities for
children.
STAR is based on Raven Road and supports
tenants and residents of Braunstone.
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Telephone and Post Boxes, Post Offices and Cash Machines in
Braunstone
Many of the services identified on the map on page 15 of the 2004/5 report are
still in place.
There is no longer a Post Office on Guthridge Close, leaving only two in the
parish, on Fullhurst Avenue and Aylmer Road. (Many local residents use Post
Offices just outside the parish, in Ayston Road or near Braunstone Crossroads
in Leicester Forest East.)

Places of Worship
These remain unchanged in the last 10
years.
Next to the Braunstone Evangelical
Church is now the Emmanuel Christian
School.
For details and a map see page 16 in the
2004/5 report.

CCTV Installations
There are still a large number of CCTV
cameras situated around Braunstone which
continue to contribute to community
safety and wellbeing.
Or are they
becoming an intrusive aspect of our
surveillance society?
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Schools
There have been a number of changes since
the last report (see page 18). Bendbow Rise
Infants School has been demolished and has
now joined with Crescent Junior School to
become Braunstone Community Primary
School in a newly built school on the site of
the old Junior School.

Queensmead Infant and Junior Schools
joined together in 2006 and then in 2012
became Queensmead Academy. This new
building is on the site of the previous Infant
School. The Junior School site (on Hamelin
Road) is still vacant land.

Official Buildings
One of the main changes has been the
building of the Hockley Farm Medical
Centre on Hockley Farm Road. This was
built with money from New Deal for
Community and was part of the
regeneration package for Braunstone.
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Residential / Sheltered Homes
The residential and multi-occupancy sheltered
housing in Braunstone has largely stayed the
same – see map on page 20 of the 2004/5
Report. Parkview on Gooding Avenue is now
called Firlands.
Business
Over 10 years a number of shops and
businesses have changed hands. However
there remain a number of small
supermarkets, 4 fish and chip shops and a
variety of other shops and outlets. The
map on page 21 of the 2004/5 report
identifies the main areas where shops are
to be found.

Other Changes
There are now a number of recycling bins and collection points around
Braunstone, one being on Avery Hill, another outside the Brite Centre.
The Leisure Centre on Hinckley Road was completed just before the 2004/5
report came out. Along with the Hockley Farm Road Health Centre and the
Brite Centre, these are the three “flagship buildings” in Braunstone, the most
visible fruit of the New Deal for Communities.
They are not, however, the only fruit. The regeneration of the Six Streets is
mentioned elsewhere in this report; in addition, there is a marked decrease in
crime and the fear of crime, along with other less obvious changes. From
being a place people want to leave, Braunstone is now a place people queue to
get into. As one observer put it – “You can see Braunstone is a better place
to live – people even dress better!”
Helena Whittaker (curate, St Peter’s)
October 2013
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Report of socio-economic trends and
data in Braunstone Park
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Dr Steve Iafrati
Research Associate
SURGE, Coventry University
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Summary
This report uses census data and other information to identify and examine changes
that have occurred in Braunstone Park between 2001 and 2011, building on work
produced in the 2004 Parish Audit: A snapshot of our community. As well as using
census data and other information, this report is based on conversations with local
key workers from the council and the voluntary sector in Braunstone Park.
Feedback from all those contributing to this report was that Braunstone is a good
place in which to live and an area that has improved significantly during the last
decade. Despite such improvements, there are still some areas of concern.
Unemployment in Braunstone has increased to become higher than the Leicester
average. As with many aspects of poverty and welfare, this is most pronounced in
the north/north-west of Braunstone. With higher than average numbers of people
claiming benefits, the area is particularly susceptible to current government welfare
reforms. Many people will see welfare benefit increases that are below the cost of
living, and will also need to start contributing towards the cost of their rent and
council tax.
In terms of education in Braunstone, the period 2001-2011 saw a decrease in the
number of adults with no formal qualifications. Braunstone school results are
improving over time and are now almost comparable with the Leicester average,
which is another good trend for Braunstone. Despite the improvements across the
whole of Braunstone, there is a higher concentration of people with low or no formal
qualifications in the north/north-west of Braunstone. This is also the area of
Braunstone that has most people in the lowest earning occupations.
In terms of housing, over 50% of households are rented, this is again most
pronounced in the north/north-west of Braunstone where the local authority is the
largest landlord. In these areas, the government’s Spare Room Subsidy or ‘bedroom
tax’ will have a notable impact on these families, even though they are the families
that this report shows to be the poorest in Braunstone. Many larger family houses in
Braunstone have settled families that have seen children move out and leave spare
rooms that will attract bedroom tax. However, there are not enough smaller
properties in Braunstone, which will result in people either leaving the area or having
to absorb additional costs through reduced housing benefit.
Already Braunstone has seen an increase in the number of people using the recently
established food bank and, whilst this is a sign of Braunstone’s robust community
spirit, it is also a worrying sign of increases in poverty levels in the area.
During the last decade, there have been significant environmental improvements in
Braunstone, both in terms of local housing and the park. Whilst this has cost a large
sum of money, helped by the New Deal for Communities, it has brought a great
benefit to the area. The result has been fewer empty properties and has contributed
towards an improved image for Braunstone Park.
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In terms of Braunstone Park’s population, there is a higher than Leicester average of
young people under the age of 16 (25% compared with 20%), with some parts of
Braunstone having an under-16 population of 37%. There is also an above Leicester
average rate of single parent families in Braunstone, with both of these being most
concentrated in the north and west of the area. Clearly, it is important that services
appropriate to these groups continue to be delivered in this part of Braunstone. In
the south and east of Braunstone, there is an above Leicester average of
pensioners, and particularly single pensioners. Again, specific services should be
targeted on that area.
Also concentrated in the north/north-west of Braunstone is a large number of
households with no access to private transport. Despite improvements in this figure
between 2001 and 2011, some parts of Braunstone still have 50% of households
with no private transport, which means they are reliant on public transport and will
only be able to easily use services that can accessed by public transport.
Between 2001 and 2011, Braunstone has seen a significant decrease in crime and
anti-social behaviour. This is partly due to environmental improvements funded by
the council and New Deal for Communities, and partly due to increased security
measures in the area. However, a large and sustained impact has resulted from
joint working in the Joint Agencies Group (JAG), which has been a model of good
practice. Fears for the future are that the JAG is now covering a larger area, and
that funding cuts will see fewer available police officers.
Health in Braunstone has improved during the period 2001 to 2011, with fewer
people classifying their own health as being bad or very bad. Similarly, during this
period there has also been a reduction in the number of people in Braunstone who
have limited activities because of health problems, and fewer people providing
unpaid care.
The population of Braunstone has become increasingly diverse over the period 2001
to 2011 as more people have moved into Braunstone from outside the area or even
from outside the country. There are more people who do not class themselves as
being white British, more non-Christians and an increase in the numbers of people
who have no religion. Despite such changes, there is still a strong sense of
community, supported by the Braunstone Foundation/b-inspired and evidenced by
the active Residents’ Network. This is an asset of Braunstone that should be
protected and encouraged.
Interviewees had a clear sense of optimism for Braunstone’s future and
achievements, and this optimism is supported by data in this report. Despite this,
however, there were also some concerns that the economic gap between the north
and the south of Braunstone might widen during the coming years.
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In terms of Braunstone’s continuing improvement, there exist a number of strategies
developed by councillors, Braunstone Foundation/b-inspired, health providers and
the police. It is important that all of these strategies are linked together and inform
one another.
Overall, this report shows an
areas of concern, retains
improvements. Whilst these
also important to be aware
impact might be addressed.

area that, whilst experiencing unemployment and other
strong community links and has seen significant
improvements must be maintained and built upon, it is
of future challenges and identify ways in which their



All parts of the country seeing the introduction of a Spare Room Subsidy, or
as it is popularly called, the Bedroom Tax. This will have a disproportionately
high impact on Braunstone Park, where there are large properties that are or
will become under-occupied as children leave home.



With a higher than city and national average of people claiming welfare
benefits, the 1% increase in welfare benefits is a real terms cut in income, as
it is below the rate of inflation and significantly below the rate of inflation for
essentials such as food and energy.



Parts of Braunstone Park feature a reliance on public transport, as there is a
low level of car ownership in certain areas. This means that for many people,
the only services that are readily accessible are those that are either local or
fall on an established bus route. Any cuts in public transport will affect
people’s access to such services.



Different areas of Braunstone Park have higher than average numbers of
older people, or families with young children. These groups of the population
may need specific services and support, possibly in areas such as health,
education and childcare. There also need to be sufficient services for elderly
and single parent households.



Increasing levels of unemployment in Braunstone Park will exacerbate levels
of poverty and reduce the amount of money that will be spent in local shops.
It also points to probable increases in demand for services such as
Foodshare.



Improvements in education and health have taken place in Braunstone Park
and such progress should be maintained.
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Introduction
This report builds on the excellent work of the 2004 Parish Audit, ‘A Snapshot of Our
Community’. The report raised a number of points about St Peter’s Parish in
Braunstone Park. Braunstone Park has been recognised as an area of ‘multiple
deprivation’, which means the area faces a number of economic challenges and
inequalities within health, education, employment and other areas. Mindful of these
issues, this report looks at a range of indicators relating to these topics, whilst also
including evidence from interviews with local key workers. In doing so, this report
highlights changes that have happened since the earlier Parish Audit, including the
impact of the New Deal for Communities programme.
As well as some of the challenges, this report also identifies some of the successes
and assets within Braunstone Park, such as the consensus amongst interviewees of
the area’s strong community networks.
Similarly, Braunstone Park has an
increasingly good range of ‘destination services’ such as the park and the leisure
centre, and has seen improvements in anti-social behaviour, the environment and
residents’ fear of crime. In doing so, this report paints a picture of Braunstone Park
as an area that still faces challenges, but also has many assets and has the potential
to continue heading in the right direction.
By building on the previous report, ‘A Snapshot of Our Community’, this report is
able to go beyond a snapshot by illustrating trends and changes. The report uses
data from the census and other government sources such as ‘Nomis’ (a national
level employment and labour database) as well as other sources and interview
contributions from local key workers.
This report aims to be a catalyst of support for local community action. Firstly, it is
clear that there are a number of other strategies, emerging and existent, relating to
Braunstone Park in areas such as crime and health, as well as less formalised but
important developments in housing and education. This report should be understood
alongside those strategies as part of a step in Braunstone Park’s development.
Secondly, this report identifies challenges and assets in Braunstone Park. We hope
it will give local people more information, enabling them to develop an action plan for
the area. The action plan could aim to identify how the good parts of Braunstone
Park might be strengthened, the challenges addressed and any perceived gaps in
services filled.
In supporting the next steps after this report, and in keeping with the report’s aim of
identifying trends, the report will identify economic and social policy challenges that
may lie ahead for Braunstone Park. These will include areas such as the impact of
welfare reform and changes in the area’s demographics.
The shaded boxes in this report represent an at-a-glance summary of actions and
tasks that could benefit Braunstone.
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Geography
In discussing and evidencing change in Braunstone Park, this report uses, among
other sources, Census and Nomis data, both of which are statistical evidence sets
collected by central government.
In order to understand its impact, it is possible to look at the data in various
geographical boundaries. This report relies mainly on (i) Output Areas and (ii) Lower
Super Output Areas (LSOAs) – both of these are mapped below.
Output Areas are the smallest area by which government data is mapped: they
contain an average of 125 households based on postcodes. The aim is that such a
small group, which is geographically linked, will provide data on households that are
economically similar as well as similar in housing type and tenure.
Aware that Output Areas are very small, people are prepared to travel further than
output areas for services, and communities are based and experienced on a larger
scale than output areas, the government also aggregate output areas into Super
Output Areas. This is done at two main levels (lower and medium), with Lower
Super Output Areas (LSOA) containing 4-6 output areas and a population of
approximately 1,500 people.
This report uses both of these measures in order to be comparable with the previous
report. However, the two levels also serve to provide a fine grained focus on
Braunstone Park through output areas, whilst also recognising the slightly larger
geography of LSOAs that more accurately reflects the social understanding of
neighbourhood and community.
Note: the output area maps relating to the 2011 census data display the whole ward
rather than just the parish as displayed in the 2001 census maps. Direct
comparisons can still be made through recognisable output area boundaries, but the
contemporary data will also help when viewing alongside other local strategies.

St Peter’s Braunstone Park

Parish Audit Report 2013

Braunstone Park in context of south-west Leicester

2.10

St Peter’s Braunstone Park

Parish Audit Report 2013

Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields

2.11

St Peter’s Braunstone Park

Parish Audit Report 2013

2.12

Lower Super Output areas in Braunstone Park

Leicester LSOA Code in
the Braunstone Park
ward
Leicester 026B
Leicester 026D
Leicester 026C
Leicester 028C
Leicester 028A
Leicester 028B
Leicester 026A
Leicester 028D
Leicester 028E
Leicester 029A
Leicester 029B

Report LSOA Name

Bendbow Rise
Webster Road
Gallards Hill/Meadwell Road
Blackmore Drive
Gooding Avenue
Braunstone Close/Henley Crescent
Park
Ashthorpe Road
Winchester Avenue
Evesham Road
Meredith Road

= Winchester Avenue, Evesham Road and Meredith Road LSOAs all fall
outside the Parish boundary but are within the Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields
ward boundary. Consequently, they may not relate to the work of the Parish, though
they remain relevant for other strategies and data mentioned in this report as well as
to key workers operating on a ward basis.
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Work and benefits
The number of people claiming Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) in Braunstone Park
has gradually increased since 2007 and, despite a reduction during late 2009 and
early 2010, JSA levels have been persistently high and have remained notably
higher than the average for Leicester as a whole.
The charts below show that, until 2009, the Braunstone Park and Leicester rates
were broadly similar and that Braunstone Park was not disproportionately
experiencing unemployment compared with the rest of the city. However, from 2009,
the rate of JSA claimants in Braunstone Park has increased at a faster rate than for
the rest of the city. This may partly be explained by the national experience of
recession pushing up the unemployment rate in all areas. However, it is widely
recognised that areas with higher levels of multiple deprivation experience
recessions more harshly and take longer period of time to recover. This might
account for why the unemployment rate increased faster and has not been able to
come down to its original level. The effect of a ‘double-dip’ recession may also have
exacerbated this trend, as will the fact that the economy nationally has been slow to
recover and there has been a very low level of economic growth in the UK.
Braunstone needs more support than the rest of the city in a targeted manner to
address the disproportionate impact of recent increases in unemployment. This may
come through City Council strategies or other opportunities.
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All people claiming JSA in Braunstone Park 2006-February 2013 (source:
Nomis)
Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields unemployed (%)
Leicester unemployed (%)
Great Britain unemployed (%)
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The data for male JSA claimants is more striking, with male JSA rate currently being
over 10%. Whilst there has been a reduction since the peak of approximately 12%
in early 2010, the rate has remained relatively constant. For women, the picture
displays a different pattern, but similar experiences of disproportionate levels of
unemployment. The chart shows that women’s unemployment in Braunstone Park
was similar to the city average until mid-2009, following the local and even national
trend of a general increase. However, since that point, as increases in Leicester
have slowed, women’s unemployment in Braunstone Park has continued to
increase. For both men and women, the age profile and length of time unemployed
is similar to Leicester as a whole and reflects a national unemployment composition.

Male JSA claimants in Braunstone Park 2006-February 2013 (source: Nomis)
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Female JSA claimants in Braunstone Park 2006-February 2013 (source: Nomis)
Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields unemployed (%)
Leicester unemployed (%)
Great Britain unemployed (%)
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Key Out of Work Benefits August 2012 (source: Nomis)
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Taking a closer look at Job Seeker’s Allowance (JSA) rates within Braunstone Park,
it becomes apparent that the area has a diverse range of JSA rates. The areas
adjacent to the north and the west of the park (LSOAs 026B and 026D on the map
on page 2.13) have the highest levels of JSA claimants at 10% - this is not including
other people on benefits, low pay or unemployed. The impact for this area will be
less spending in local shops than had these people been working, as well as the
potential for less money to be spent on education resources, household
improvements and other factors that would benefit the Braunstone Park area.
It is important to maintain and encourage spending within the local economy if shops
and other services are to remain open. This is another reason to target employability
support in the north and north-west of Braunstone. It is also important to ensure that
spending in Braunstone Park by people from outside the area using the leisure
centre, the park and other ‘destination services’ benefits Braunstone’s local
economy.
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Job Seekers Allowance claimant rate, 2011 by Lower Super Output Area
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‘Multiple Deprivation’
The concept of multiple deprivation has a history of being used by governments, and
is a useful tool in understanding that certain neighbourhoods feature not just single
concerns such as high unemployment, poor health, low levels of skills or other such
factors. Instead of a single level of deprivation, some neighbourhoods feature all of
these elements and more. In other words, these neighbourhoods, such as those in
the north and north-west of Braunstone Park, feature a combination of low levels of
formal qualifications, high unemployment, a concentration of workers in the lowest
earning occupations, low levels of owner occupiers and poor health.
This is important because it raises the idea that projects and work that only address
one area of deprivation will have limited impact unless the other aspects are
addressed at the same time. This is because advice/support to encourage
employment will be limited if there is not a similar targeting of education and skills. It
is recognised that education and skills are affected by housing, and in turn, housing
is affected by employment and income. Map 1 below shows patterns of multiple
deprivation across Leicester, with the Braunstone Park ward bounded with a solid
line. The map places Leicester and Braunstone Park within a national context, and
shows that most of Braunstone Park falls within the most deprived 20% of LSOAs in
the country. In Leicester, there are 23 LSOAs that fall within the 5% most deprived
LSOAs in the country, with four of these being in Braunstone Park. Map 2 places the
patterns of multiple deprivation in a Leicester context and reemphasises the fact that
the north and north-west of Braunstone Park is amongst the most deprived areas of
Braunstone Park.
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Source: NHS Leicester City and Leicester City Council

Source: NHS Leicester City and Leicester City Council
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Impact of ‘Welfare Reforms’
Whilst Braunstone Park is one of the most deprived areas in Leicester, having a high
number of people on low incomes and/or benefits, those interviewed for this report
mentioned that many people will become financially worse off as they start to pay
council tax for the first time. In total, approximately 16,000 people will start to pay
council tax in Leicester, and Braunstone Park will be heavily represented in this
number. Additionally, approximately 378 households in Braunstone Park will be
affected by the Spare Room Subsidy/Bedroom Tax that is being introduced for
under-occupancy. This will contribute towards the multiple issues of deprivation that
many people in Braunstone Park face, and will potentially lead to increased rent
arrears, debt and possibly even evictions. The feeling amongst interviewees was
that the increased level of debt would ‘create holes for people that would take a long
time for them to get out of’ and that this would ‘reverse everything we’ve worked hard
to do’.
The impact of the government’s welfare reforms could have a significant impact
within Braunstone Park, due to the levels of multiple deprivation and benefit rates.
This is an issue that might merit further investigation regarding impacts and
outcomes.

Employment and skills
During the ten years between census returns, there has been a decrease in the
proportion of people from Braunstone Park who have no formal qualifications.
However, as a ward, Braunstone Park remains above the city average for no formal
qualification, though rates are improving (source: census).
The rate of decrease and numbers of people with no qualifications varies across the
ward. Neighbourhoods in the north and north-west of Braunstone Park (LSOAs
026B & 026C) remain notably above the Braunstone Park average, with over 50% of
residents in the Gallards Hill/Meadwell Road area (LSOA 026C) having no formal
qualifications. The impact of this could be that increasingly, as jobs are requiring
higher levels of qualifications, many residents from these areas will be unable to
access the newest areas of the economy or better paid jobs. The result could be
that areas that have the highest levels of people with no formal qualifications will be
the areas with lowest levels of income and poverty will remain most persistent within
those neighbourhoods. This might make regeneration and area improvement
particularly difficult, and will increase reliance on formal welfare and support such as
food banks. Currently, these two neighbourhoods (LSOAs 026B & 026C) have the
highest numbers of people working in ‘Elementary Occupations’, which are the
lowest paying jobs (source: census data).
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Sustained improvements in Braunstone could be undermined by lack of appropriate
skills in the area, especially at times of increased unemployment. Improvements in
skill levels and qualifications should be supported and encouraged through targeted
courses.

Percentage of Braunstone Park population with no formal qualifications 20012011
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School pupils achieving 5A*-C GCSEs relative to local and national context

Source: DfE
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The table above shows a spectacular rise in local pupils achieving 5 A*-C GCSEs,
from a very poor 25% in 2005 to 74% in 2012; this is close to the city average. It
would be good to explore how the NDC education task group’s work contributed to
this growth and how it can be maintained.
In addition to the numbers of people with no qualifications, there is currently a
significant variation in the numbers of people with GCSE/O Levels and degrees.
Areas in the north/north-west of Braunstone Park (LSOAs 026B & 026C) have the
lowest numbers of people with GCSEs/O Levels. There are also a number of areas
(026B, 026D, 026C & 028C) that have less than 5% of the population with degree
level education and three areas (028A, 028B & 026A) that are marginally above 5% on a national level, 5% is a very low rate for people having degree level education
from an area. Additionally, data from Leicester College in March 2010 highlights
Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields as having the highest number of NEETs (Not in
Education, Employment or Training) in Leicester1.
Improvements in school achievements will only benefit Braunstone if these people
can access jobs and stay in the Braunstone area. Additionally, those young people
that are NEET could be targeted for training in areas that would engage and
motivate.

1

‘Young people not in education, employment or training’, House of Commons Children’s, Schools
and Families Committee, 2010
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Percentage of the Braunstone Park population with stated educational
qualifications 2011
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Areas in the south and south-east of Braunstone Park (LSOAs 028E, 029A & 029B)
have a higher rate of people with degree level education, as well as comparable or
better rates of GCSEs/O Levels than Leicester as a whole. (These are the three
LSOAs that lie entirely outside St Peter’s parish.) The general trend remains the
same, that it is the north/north-west of Braunstone Park that has the most people
without formal qualifications. However, the following maps show that all areas have
seen reductions in the percentage of residents with no qualifications during the 20012011 period.
As increasing numbers of jobs expect university graduates and there are more
graduates nationally to fill these positions, those areas with low numbers of
graduates (less than 10%) will fail to access a growing section of the labour market
and will be concentrated in lower paid jobs. Access courses and other routes into
higher education could be targeted on parts of Braunstone.
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Percentage of the population with no qualifications by output area, Census
2011

Percentage of the population with no qualifications by output area, Census
2001
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Despite concern regarding education and skill levels in Braunstone Park, the belief
amongst interviewees was that education is improving, though there is also
recognition of a significant time-lag between current work and initiatives and future
outcomes. There is greater co-operation between head teachers, and joint working,
in a way that is better than other areas of the city. Education has been a difficult
issue to address, but there are signs of improvements in both working practices and
Ofsted reports.
In addition to school education, Braunstone Park had developed the second largest
number of adult learning courses in the city, with only the adult education college in
the city centre having more courses. Funding cuts have seen this diminish more
recently. Despite such a decrease, a continued improvement in skills and
opportunities is important for Braunstone Park. The challenge for Braunstone Park
is to avoid the trend of the most active learners that ‘people made good and moved
on’. The most skilled residents must be retained in Braunstone Park.
Education is slow to improve and factors critical to its continued improvement in
Braunstone should be identified and supported.

Housing
Within Leicester as a whole, there has been a slight decrease in the number of
households that own their own home (with or without a mortgage) as well as a slight
decrease in the proportion of households in social rented accommodation. Offsetting
these decreases has been an almost doubling in percentage points in the proportion
of households that are renting within the private sector. Within Braunstone Park,
these changes over the decade are replicated, though they are less pronounced.
The key difference between Leicester and Braunstone is that over 50% of
households across Braunstone Park are rented rather than owned.

St Peter’s Braunstone Park

Parish Audit Report 2013

2.27

Change in property tenure 2001-2011 for Leicester, Braunstone Park, and
Braunstone Park Super Output Areas, Census 2011
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Within Braunstone Park, there are significant variations in housing tenure.


Areas south of the Narborough Road, which are neither part of the parish nor
the former NDC areas, but form part of the ward (LSOAs 029A and 029B), in
the Rowley Fields area have a rate of home ownership significantly above the
city average. To a lesser extent, the Winchester Avenue area (LSOA 028E) is
also above the city average for home ownership rates and notably above the
Braunstone Park rate.



Areas in the north and north-west of Braunstone Park (LSOAs 026B, 026D &
026C) all feature very high rates of social housing tenure, over twice the city
percentage rate and broadly 50% above the Braunstone Park average.
Whilst all three areas have seen a slight decrease in the proportion of social
rented accommodation, the rate remains above 70% in all three areas.



Areas in the south and east of Braunstone Park (LSOAs 028C, 028A, 028B &
026A) all have a social rented sector above the Braunstone Park rate.



Private rented accommodation has increased in all areas and also in
Leicester as a whole between 2001 and 2011. However, the impact is less
felt in Braunstone Park, which has a lower than average number of private
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rented properties. Despite this, there is a notable spike in private rented
accommodation in the south and south-west (LSOAs 029A and significantly
028E).
One of the implications for housing tenure in Braunstone Park is the current changes
in housing benefit allowance for those living in social rented accommodation. Under
new regulations, those living in social rented accommodation with a spare room will
see a reduction in their benefits, so that they will have to find a remaining part of the
rent from their own money. Additionally, housing benefit will eventually be paid as
part of Universal Credit and will be paid to the householder rather than the housing
provider.
In terms of changes in Housing Benefit being paid to the householder as part of
Universal Credit, the areas with most social rented accommodation also have the
highest levels of JSA claimants, suggesting that there is a large number of people
claiming Housing Benefit. With estimates that up to 40% of housing benefit
claimants are in employment, it is also worth noting that these areas have a higher
than average concentration of people in low earning occupation categories, also
suggesting that many will be accessing Housing Benefit. National pilot schemes to
judge the impact of paying Housing Benefit to claimants rather than the social
landlords have shown a significant increase in rent arrears2 and a consequential
accumulation of debt within some of the poorest households.
There is an increasing risk of rent arrears, particularly in the north and north-west of
Braunstone Park. This could lead to less money for housing investment and
potential in turnover of tenants. It could also lead to larger families moving into the
area and increasing demand for some services.

2

Estimates of increases in rent arrears could see somewhere such as Braunstone accrue in excess
of £500k of rent debt per year. See predictions from Wakefield http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk21756567
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Council houses as a percentage of housing stock by output area, Census 2011

Council houses as a percentage of housing stock by output area, Census 2001
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Percentage of properties owned by occupiers in Braunstone Park by Output
Area, Census 2011

Percentage of properties owned in Braunstone Park by Output Area, Census
2001
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Interviews with local key workers from the public and voluntary sectors confirmed
that there had been significant physical improvements in Braunstone Park during the
last ten years. Specifically, local housing stock had benefited from additional funding
and good partnership working between the local authority and housing associations,
who were able to access funding to supplement the work of the New Deal for
Communities.
Making a clear link between the condition of local housing and other problems in
Braunstone Park, it was mentioned that many parts of Braunstone Park had suffered
from poor housing and a high number of voids. Before the New Deal for
Communities there were six streets of void properties: this encouraged anti-social
behaviour and the presence of burnt out cars was a regular occurrence. These
properties were sold for £1 each to a housing association that provided the
significant investment needed to refurbish the properties and improve the area.
The number of council owned properties has reduced over time, decreasing from
approximately 5,000 properties down to roughly 2,700 properties as a result of the
Right to Buy policy. Most of these remaining council properties are located in the
north of Braunstone Park, which has a higher than average proportion of council
housing. Many of these properties are larger houses in terms of the number of
bedrooms, with a few flats or two bedroom properties in Braunstone Park.
Potentially, this could be problematic when the Spare Room Subsidy/Bedroom Tax
comes into effect and tenants are penalised for having spare rooms. With the mix of
properties available in Braunstone Park, it will not be possible to move tenants into
properties of appropriate sizes. Consequently, Braunstone Park will possibly
experience either people leaving the area or facing financial penalties. With the
larger properties available, this could lead to the properties being taken by more
families with children, which could impact on Braunstone Park’s demographic profile
in years to come.
In terms of tenancies and house size, it is recognised that Braunstone Park had
formerly had a poor reputation in Leicester, and that there had been low demand for
housing in the area. This resulted in many properties being let to anyone who was
interested, leading to levels of under-occupancy and a greater impact of Bedroom
Tax.
Despite the once undesirable image, Braunstone Park has developed to have better
quality housing within a much improved environment. Furthermore, there is a stable
population that contributes towards strong community networks and residents feeling
more attached to the area. This is clearly an asset in Braunstone Park that should
be supported and encouraged.
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Demographic changes
The age related demographic profiles of Braunstone Park (as shown in subsequent
maps) and of Leicester have remained relatively static during the period 2001-2011;
specifically, lone pensioner households, single parent households, over-65s and
under-16s have all shown little change. Consequently, Braunstone Park has a
higher proportion of lone parent households than Leicester as well as a slightly
higher proportion of people under the age of 16; both of these groups have specific
resource and service needs that should be accommodated.
As with other areas of this report, there is a notable diversity of population across
Braunstone Park. Despite the proportion of under-16 year olds for Leicester being
approximately 20% and for Braunstone Park approximately 25%, there are certain
areas of Braunstone Park where the proportion of under-16s peaks at 37%, and
whilst this figure is falling in many of Braunstone Park’s neighbourhoods, it has risen
to 37.7% in the Webster Road neighbourhood (LSOA 026D). Other neighbourhoods
with an under-16 population above the Braunstone Park average are located in the
north-western areas of Braunstone Park (LSOAs 026B, 026C, 026A and 028D). It
might be suggested that youth facilities should continue to be focused on these
areas in the north and north-west of Braunstone Park.
The neighbourhoods around Webster Road and Gallards Hill/Meadwell Road
(LSOAs 026C and 026D) have a higher than Braunstone Park average proportion of
single parent households. In both of these neighbourhoods, more than one in five
households is occupied by single parent with dependent children. As with other
sections of the population, there are services that are particularly relevant to these
neighbourhoods: this could be an area of further investigation, both in terms of
access and meeting needs. With a higher than average number of households with
no access to private transport, coupled with dependent children, it may be that this
section of the population is less likely to travel outside Braunstone Park and/or their
neighbourhood and would most benefit from services being delivered locally.
Services for young people should be proportionately focused on these areas.
Similarly, affordable childcare should be available and maintained in this area in
order to support employment strategies.
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Males as a percentage of the population by Output Area, Census 2011

Males as a percentage of the population by Output Area, Census 2001
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Percentage of households with lone parents with dependent children by
Output Area, Census 2011

Percentage of households with lone parents with dependent children by
Output Area, Census 2001

In Leicester, there has been a decrease in the proportion of single pensioner
households, whilst in Braunstone Park, the rate has remained static at above the city
average (9.8% compared with 15.7%) Reflecting this trend, all areas of Braunstone
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Park have seen reductions in the number of single pensioner households, though
variations exist across the ward.
Percentage of households with single residents aged over 60 by Output Area,
Census 2011

Percentage of households with single residents aged over 60 by Output Area,
Census 2001
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Transport
In Braunstone Park, there are over 50% of households without their own private
transport. During the ten years between censuses, there has been an increase in
car/van ownership, but it is still notably below the city average. In Bendbow Rise
area (LSOA 026B) for example, over 50% have no private transport and, as such,
will only be able to access services that are either located nearby or are accessible
by public transport. This LSOA and others (026C, 026D, 028A & 028B) at over the
city average will be heavily influenced by changes in bus routes and timetables. Of
particular note has to be those services not typically delivered on a neighbourhood
basis such as hospitals, further education and some commercial services such as
supermarkets. These areas have the most people lacking any qualifications, yet
having the least access to education opportunities across the city. Early in 2013 the
302 bus was discontinued – this linked parts of the Braunstone estate (especially the
north and west) to important facilities such as the Royal Infirmary, Glenfields
Hospital, Leicester City Football Ground and the railway station. It now takes two
bus journeys to get to these paces from Braunstone.
Good quality public transport is very important for Braunstone Park given the area’s
demographic and economic profile. Bus services should be maintained and
opportunities for employment and/or training should be readily accessible.

Change in percentage of households with no private transport 2001-2011 by
Super Output Area
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Percentage of people classed in the 2011 census as white British by Output
Area

Percentage of people classed in the 2001 census as white British by Output
Area
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Percentage of the population identifying themselves as being Christian by
Output Area, Census 2011

Percentage of the population identifying themselves as being Christian by
Output Area, Census 2001
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Percentage of the population having no religion at the 2011 census by Output
Area

Percentage of the population having no religion at the 2001 census by Output
Area
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Braunstone Park and its community
Interviews with key workers in Braunstone Park spoke about the local population not
solely in terms of demographic factors, but also in terms of community. Residents in
Braunstone Park have played an important and active role in planning and shaping
many of the changes and improvement that have been witnessed during the last ten
years. It has already been mentioned that there are strong community networks in
Braunstone Park and a high level of community activity. The development of the
BRITE Centre, the skill centre, the youth centre as well as adult education and the
community café have all featured community involvement. With the addition of the
leisure centre, it can now be said that Braunstone Park possesses a range of
‘destination facilities’ that people use and visit from outside the area.
Braunstone Park features a strong community spirit and is an area where ‘people do
things for people. People get involved’. Partly because of the New Deal for
Communities, there was the development of a residents’ network and Braunstone
Foundation/b-inspired, which was a big legacy and has been a sustainable outcome
from the New Deal for Communities. The community spirit is strong in Braunstone
Park and manifests through volunteering in activities such as Food Share.
Mention was also made by those interviewed about the way in which Braunstone
Park and Rowley Fields had seen changes in the local population. Particularly
based on changes in local authority housing tenants, there had been an increase in
the number of people from outside Braunstone moving into the area. Changes in the
local population, as evidenced in the maps above, include more people resident in
Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields that were not classed as being ‘white British’.
Parts of the area that were in excess of 90% white British at the 2001 census are
now 65-75% white British. Similarly, there is a slight increase in the number of
people between 2001 and 2011 that classify themselves as having no religion and a
decrease in the number of people who classify themselves as being Christian.
Amongst those interviewed for this report, there is a sense of optimism for the future
of Braunstone Park in terms of sustainable communities, improved resources, a
better environment and rising opportunities. There are some concerns that the
divisions between the north and the south of Braunstone Park become larger and
more noticeable as limited economic opportunities and the impact of welfare reforms
will disproportionately affect the north. There were also some concerns about the
increasing geographical mobility of the population impacting on the stability that is
seen as being important for Braunstone Park’s strength of community. With this
being made worse by changes in welfare benefits such as the bedroom tax, it is
likely that some people will leave the area and new arrivals will take their place. The
extent to which this will happen is unknown but could be monitored and new arrivals
in Braunstone Park could be made aware of the area’s community networks.
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One of Braunstone Park’s key strengths is the robust and mutually supportive
community. It is important that this community spirit continues, with local
organisations and agencies playing a role in supporting communication and events.

Crime and anti-social behaviour (ASB)
Within Braunstone Park, there has been a significant reduction in the levels of
reported crime during the previous two years. The reduction is mainly due to
decreased reports of anti-social behaviour and burglary, though there are also
reductions in other areas. This is an issue that was also recognised by all those
interviewed for this report.

Recorded crime December 2010-February 2013, Braunstone Park
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Compared with other wards within a five mile radius, Braunstone Park is ranked
relatively highly for anti-social behaviour, violent crime and vehicle crime as well as
having a comparatively low rate for burglary. Within Braunstone Park, the highest
recorded crime figures are in the Bendbow Rise and Blackmore Drive
neighbourhoods (LSOAs 026B and 028C), though these are only classed as being
medium crime rates.
Interviewees all independently mentioned the decrease in crime and anti-social
behaviour during the last ten years. Not only had there been a reduction in crime
levels and the disappearance of the once commonplace burnt out cars; there was
also a reduction in the harder to measure fear of crime and general perceptions of
Braunstone Park being an area synonymous with crime and anti-social behaviour.
It has already been mentioned in this report that some of these improvements can be
linked to the physical improvements in the environment and housing. Also
mentioned in interviews was the impact of the outreach youth services and afterschool services. The New Deal for Communities also made funding available for
designing out crime, such as improved household security and CCTV cameras.
Additionally, a significant impact has been made by joint working between the police
and partners as part of the Joint Action Group (JAG). Unfortunately, with time, the
JAG has begun to cover a wider area and this has possibly diluted its impact in the
Braunstone Park area. Although some of these impacts involve funding, and even
working practices are reliant on officer time and support, the next few years will see
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a £50m cut in local authority funding this year and a £70m funding cut next year.
There can be little doubt that this will impact on services and officer support to
Braunstone Park, an area that due to socio-economic reasons heavily relies on
publicly funded support and services.
Aspects of good practice developed within the Joint Action Group should be
identified and maintained, with any threats to continued reductions in crime and ASB
addressed by service providers and the community.

Health
During the last decade, the number of people who feel they have ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’
health has decreased across the whole of Braunstone Park (source: census). The
percentage rate of people who feel that they have ‘good’ or ‘very good’ health is
generally slightly below the city average, but not significantly. The areas where
‘good’ and ‘very good’ rates of health are lowest are in the Blackmore Drive and
Braunstone Close/Henley Crescent areas (LSOAs 028C and 028B). In both of these
areas, the percentage of over-65 year olds is the highest in Braunstone Park and is
above both the Braunstone Park and Leicester averages. During the period of the
New Deal for Communities, there were a number of projects targeting health
concerns through healthy living. Despite this, the successes in health improvement
have not matched the successes seen in crime, education or the environment. But
outcomes in improved health are notoriously slow to follow any actions taken.
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Percentage of people in the 2011 census whose day to day activities are
limited by Output Area

Percentage of people in the 2001 census whose day to day activities are
limited by Output Area
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Percentage of the population providing unpaid care by Output Area, Census
2011

Percentage of the population providing unpaid care by Output Area, Census
2001
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Despite clear cause for optimism regarding Braunstone Park’s level of health and
wellbeing, the charts below reemphasise the fact3 that neighbourhoods with the
lowest levels of income and other areas of deprivation will feature the worst health
outcomes. It is also clear from the maps above that in many areas within
Braunstone Park, fewer people are providing unpaid care, which would usually be
expected to be caring for direct family members and relatives. It is unclear why this
has been the case, though it could be due to increased availability/uptake of care
provision or it could be due to improved health outcomes. This is something that
would warrant further investigation.
Death rates for all causes, all ages (age standardised rate per 100,000)

Source: NHS Leicester City and Leicester City Council

Early death rates from heart disease (age standardised rate per 100,000)

Source: NHS Leicester City and Leicester City Council

3

See for example, Black Report, 1980; Acheson Report, 1998; Marmot Review, 2010
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Early death rates from cancer (age standardised rate per 100,000)

Source: NHS Leicester City and Leicester City Council

August 2012 saw the start of a health strategy for Braunstone Park and Rowley
Fields4 5 that will identify a range of key issues affecting the ward. The development
of the strategy includes the local authority and local community members, and as
such is an area where the parish could work alongside/support the local community.
The main causes of death in the UK, cardio vascular disease and cancer, were
above average in Leicester. Additionally, Leicester had higher rates of teenage
pregnancy, levels of obesity and smoking than the national average. It is important
that this report and subsequent community planning develops links with the
Braunstone Park health strategy.
Key workers interviewed for this report commented that health has been a difficult
issue to tackle and people rarely mention health as a factor during consultations.
Despite this, there has been more multi-agency working between professionals, and
increasing aspirations in Braunstone Park will also lead to increased health
outcomes.

4
5

http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk:8071/documents/s49100/Minutes%20Pack.pdf
http://www.cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=46206
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Making links with other strategies and agencies
As well as the health strategy, there are other strategies and consultations in the
Braunstone Park ward that identify important issues. As such, it could be useful for
the Parish of St Peter’s to make links with such agencies and work in a co-ordinated
manner.


The ‘Braunstone Park/ Rowley Fields Ward Community Action Plan 2011-15’6
is an action plan developed by the ward’s councillors based on observational
findings and qualitative consultations with local residents. It splits the ward
into three discrete areas; the north and north-east, which has the highest
levels of deprivation is classed as Braunstone North and South, the central
area is termed Holy Apostles and the area in the south-east is termed Rowley
Fields. Maps of the areas are on the original copy.



The police team in Braunstone Park have a clear set of priorities for the ward
based on a range of police data and feedback from local people 7, and reflect
a list of priorities that can be addressed not only by the police but also in
conjunction with other agencies.

What is on the horizon for Braunstone Park?
The data on Braunstone Park in this report shows an area that, whilst experiencing
unemployment and other areas of concern, has strong community links and has
seen significant improvements. Whilst these improvements must be maintained and
built upon, it is also important to be aware of future challenges and identify ways in
which their impact might be addressed.


All parts of the country will see the introduction of a Spare Room Subsidy, or
as it is popularly called, a Bedroom Tax. This will have a disproportionately
high impact on certain areas of Braunstone Park where there are large
properties that might be under-occupied or will become under-occupied as
children leave home.



With a higher than city and national average of people claiming welfare
benefits, the 1% increase in welfare is a real terms cut in income as it is below
the rate of inflation and significantly below the rate of inflation for essentials
such as food and energy.



Many areas of Braunstone Park feature a reliance on public transport as there
is a low level of car ownership. This means that for many people, the only

6

http://councillor.leicester.gov.uk/EasySiteWeb/getresource.axd?AssetID=96748&type=full&servicetyp
e=Attachment
7
http://www.leics.police.uk/local-policing/braunstone-park-and-rowley-fields/follow-up/archive?page=1
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services that are readily accessible are those that are either local or fall on an
established bus route. Any cuts in public transport will affect people’s access
to services.


Various parts of Braunstone Park have higher than average numbers of older
people or families with young children. These groups of the population may
need specific services and support, possibly in areas such as health,
education and childcare. There also needs to be appropriate and sufficient
services for elderly and single parents in these areas.



Increasing levels of unemployment in Braunstone Park will exacerbate levels
of poverty and reduce the amount of money that will be spent in local shops.
It also means that there is likely to be increased demand for services such as
Food Share.



Improvements in education and health are important for Braunstone Park and
should be maintained.

Sustainability and next steps
In terms of sustainability, the next steps for Braunstone Park are to utilise the area’s
strengths to address its needs for improvement. Factors that stand out within
Braunstone Park are the strength of community spirit, the commitment of councillors
and officers, an increasingly established pattern of inter-agency working/cooperation,
and the role of St Peter’s Church. Also notable in Braunstone is the work of the
Braunstone Foundation/b-inspired that emerged from New Deal for Communities,
and has been significant in maintaining a strategic vision for Braunstone.
It would be sensible for the Church, communities and partners working together to
develop an action plan of what is needed in Braunstone Park, and identify what role
the Church might have in contributing towards these needs. Part of this will involve
influencing service providers to deliver services in a way that improves the area, as
well as using existing community activity to target identified needs. It is also
important that this links with and complements other local strategies. This might
start with speaking to local people about their needs and priorities and, using this
information alongside the evidence in this report, having a community meeting to
identify next steps. Additionally, this could include an audit of local services, their
usage and how they meet local people’s needs, as well as what is missing/needed.
Much of this is already being carried out by the Braunstone Foundation / b-inspired,
a neighbourhood based charity that supports and co-ordinates voluntary work in
Braunstone Park.
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Conclusions
‘Ten years from now, Braunstone will be a beautiful place to
live. Local people will enjoy good quality housing, services and
facilities. We will be confident, well-educated and hard
working. We will be fit and healthy and live without the fear of
crime. We will be fully involved in, and own, the process of
improving our estate, and will work with others who share our
vision. We will share our brighter and better Braunstone with
the rest of the world.’ The Braunstone Vision, 2000
In 2000, there was a clear vision for how Braunstone Park would appear in ten
years. With hindsight, it is perhaps useful to start the conclusion by looking at this
vision and assessing how far the area has progressed. There is little doubt that
Braunstone Park is an increasingly beautiful place to live, with a very impressive
park that attracts many users and visitors. Other environmental changes have seen
improved housing, reduced impact of anti-social behaviour such as burnt out cars,
and other environmental changes. The area is also experiencing increasing
educational standards at school and adult level, and a reduction in crime and the
fear of crime. Without question, the Braunstone Vision is gradually being achieved
and the direction of travel for Braunstone Park is positive, with real benefits for the
area. Braunstone Park is becoming a better place to live, gradually leaving behind
its negative image. The future challenge is to continue the improvements and
ensure that challenges ahead do not derail the recent gains evidenced in this report.

